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a working organic alfalfa ranch (not sub-
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Hammill and Benton are both slated
for résidéntial development and plans

for more new homes are being processed Please see .“_..mm.__iwnmf. MT page 9
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second biggest economic valee—agricul-
- ture (tourism is number one). The Inyo
and Mono Counties Agriculture report
for 2003 indicated an 11 percent increase
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, ther? are a g numbet of residents
who Eu_z%ﬁﬁnﬂﬂ to county jobs in

County & still chatged
emergency services, educational o

5 and infrastructure for the
.__uzﬂ_w. More people mean . that more
sheriff députies; fire personnel and medi-

call Facilities will be needed, a8 well asnew
locales for these new services: Providing
. these services; from county éenters In
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E says there wereabout 67 homes
planned for the Chalfant community (50

across from the mercantile and 17 at the
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or Benton. Hazard befleves the

addifonal development will alsor bicd
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6, cable sarvices; service providers will be
encouraged to compete in the area. The
challenge for the county will be to “make
sure development matches the values of
the community,” Hazard notes,

The Tri-Valley region still offers af-
fordable housing options for many fami-
lies looking to own dn acre or mode of
land with thé opportunity of having live-
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mendous sofnic valies-with the White
Mouhtains and Fish Sldugh Area ﬁu—nr
Ing dramatic backgrounds and Benton
Hot Springs historic’ sites nearby. The
communities are alto close to the majos
businesy centers of Bishop and Mam-
moth Lakes; so the draw for comm
redidents [4 the chance to havea home o
their own located near the ‘major job

A decade ago there were only a hand-
ful of le driving the 100-mile trip

from tior Ben ton anoumnd to

Teén property values were still
within reach in Mammoth and housing
was more affordsble for working fami-
lés: Working i Mammoth and living in
Benton didn't seem feasible-ten years
um.u. and the toad wasn't always open
uring storms.” < - WERS T
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